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more specific instructions could be given and cordi-
ally approving his conduct of affairs, Welsh remained
in Gauhati until definite information as to the Moa-
maria could give him a line of action to follow.    His
presence was also requisite to hack up  Gaurinath's
position and authority, he being about, the weakest
and most craven of all Ahom monarchs.    The state
of affairs was duly communicated to Calcutta, winch
took a long time in those days, and Krishna Narnain
having at last tendered his submission he took oath
of allegiance and was   formally installed as  Raja  of
Darrang ; and Welsh having received a reinforcement
of six more companies from the i6th and 24th Native
Infantry, began his move into the  eastern  districts
in   October,   1793-    His   progress   was   slow,   pre-
sumably   to    establish   friendly   relations   with    the
people and to suppress the river banditti,  his pro-
ceedings receiving Lord Cornwallis's approval.   It was
well  into  February,  1794, before  he   neared Jorhat,
which had just been surrounded by the Moamaria
forces.   On the nth of February, Lieutenant Mac-
gregor with a small detachment arrived near Jorhat
and sent forward a Soubedar with twenty men  to
reconnoitre, he following with Lieutenant Wood and
fourteen  Sepoys.   They found  the  rebels  attacking
Jorhat from the far side, and were moving to support
the Ahom garrison, when they were suddenly attacked
by 2,000 rebels.   The little party remained firm in
spite of the odds against them, discipline and steady
firing saved the situation, and the enemy drew off,
leaving eighty  dead behind.   Macgregor's  loss was
only six sepoys. Welsh now hurried up from Koliabar
and had his advance guard of two companies under